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32nd Annual Violence Prevention Project Awards Ceremony 
 

 On Wednesday, May 11, 2022, Prosecuting Attorney Mat Heck, Jr. held the 32nd annual Vio-
lence Prevention Project Award Ceremony to the top winners in the essay and poster contest.  This 
was the first in-person ceremony after two years of having virtual award ceremonies due to the pan-
demic.   

 
 This year, nearly 700 students from Montgomery County entered the contest by submitting post-
ers and essays describing ways to prevent violence.  As in past years, bullying and cyberbullying 
were the focus of many of the entries.  Some of the students addressed the impacts of gun violence 
in our community.  The students discussed not only the physical effects of gun violence, but also the 
long lasting psychological impacts.  Tragically, firearm homicide rates are highest among teens and 
young adults.  We have seen a dramatic increase in the number of juveniles in our community com-
mitting violent crimes and the use of firearms.   
 
 Prosecutor Heck commented, “It is encouraging to see students involved and suggesting ways 
to address violence.  One student’s essay noted that weapons are glorified in video games and on 
television shows.  She noted that children are impressionable and that many think it’s “cool” to show 
off or use firearms.  She suggested that parents should monitor the amount of exposure children 
have to violent video games, television shows, and the media.  I agree.  We need to raise aware-
ness and then implement measures to reduce violence.” 
 
 The Violence Prevention Project provides an opportunity for discussion regarding violence in our 
community.  Our contest is just one method we use to raise awareness.  Our office is available to 
provide presentations and materials to all schools in Montgomery County covering topics related to 
violence prevention.   
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Ann K. Gramza Promoted to Violent 
Crimes Bureau 

 
 On May 19, 2022, Prosecutor Heck announced the 
promotion of Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Ann K. Gram-
za to the Violent Crimes Bureau of the office.  The Violent 
Crimes Bureau handle the prosecution of homicide and 
other high-profile cases in Montgomery County.   
 
 Ms. Gramza received her law degree from The Ohio 
State University College of Law in 2000.  Ann received her 
undergraduate degree in 1997 from Miami University in 
Oxford, Ohio.  Ann majored in Diplomacy and Foreign Af-
fairs, with a minor in Economics.  
 

 Ann served as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Shelby County, Ohio from 2002 to 
2005, when she joined our office.  In January 2011, Ann was promoted to Supervising Attor-
ney of the Child Protection Unit.  In 2013, Ann left our office to serve as the CASA Program 
Manager at the Montgomery County Juvenile Court.  In 2016, Ann returned to our office as a 
Criminal Docket Attorney.  In 2017, she was promoted to Supervising Attorney of the Intake/
Grand Jury Section.  In 2019, Ann was promoted to Chief of the Juvenile Division of the office.   
 
 Prosecutor Heck said, “Ann has extensive experience as a trial attorney and has handled 
a variety of cases, including violent crimes.  I believe she will be an excellent addition to the 
Violent Crimes Bureau. 

 

Kelly D. Madzey Promoted to  
Juvenile Division Chief 

 
 On June 23, 2022, Prosecutor Heck announced that 
Ms. Kelly D. Madzey was being promoted to the position 
of Chief Assistant Prosecuting Attorney of the Juvenile Di-
vision of the office.   
 
 Ms. Madzey receiver her law degree from the Univer-
sity of North Dakota School of Law in Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, in 2005.  Kelly received her undergraduate de-
gree in 2002 from the University of North Dakota, majoring 
in Criminal Justice.  
 
 Kelly served as a staff attorney for the 12th District 
Court of Appeals in Middletown, Ohio.   

 
 Kelly joined our office in May, 2008, and was assigned to the Appellate Division.  She has al-
so been assigned to the Juvenile Division, the Intake/Grand Jury Section, and the Criminal Divi-
sion of the office.  From January 2015 to September 2015, Kelly was the Supervising Attorney of 
the Child Abuse Bureau, and from August 2016 to August 2017 she served as the Supervising At-
torney of the Intake/Grand Jury Section.  In August 2017, Kelly was promoted to Criminal Trial Su-
pervisor.   
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Staff Updates 
 

 Since the last edition of The Prosecutor, we have hired a number of staff members to replace 
retiring staff or those who left to pursue other employment.  
 

 On May 2, 2022, Mr. Mitchell W. Allman joined the staff of the office, assigned to the Appellate 
Division of the office.   Mr. Allman is a law graduate, having received his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Dayton School of Law in 2022.  He received his Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice and 
his Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana in 2019.  
Mitchell previously served as a Legal Intern with the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family Services.     
 

 On May 9, 2022, Ms. Madelynn Cochren joined the staff of the office as a Legal Secretary, as-
signed to the Delinquent Tax Assessment and Collections unit of the office.  Ms. Cochren received 
her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, Sociology, and Criminology from Ohio University in Athens, 
Ohio, in 2022.  Madelynn has previous experience in retail sales and is a graduate of Wayne High 
School, in Huber Heights, Ohio.  
  
 On May 23, 2022, Ms. Caitlin Antonopoulos joined the staff of the office, assigned to the Child 
Protection Unit of the office.  Ms. Antonopoulos is a law graduate, having received her law degree 
from the University of Cincinnati College of Law in 2022.  She received her Bachelor of Science de-
gree from Missouri State University in Springfield, Missouri in 2018.  Caitlin has previously served as 
an intern at the Dearborn County Prosecutor’s Office in Lawrenceburg, Indiana and at the Campbell 
County Attorney’s Office in Newport, Kentucky.  
 
 On May 31, 2022, Ms. Isabella Fusillo joined the staff of the office as a Legal Secretary, as-
signed to the Criminal Case Management section of the office.  Ms. Fusillo received her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History from the University of Dayton in 2022.  Isabella previously served as a tutor 
and as a University Archives Student Assistant at the University of Dayton.  Isabella is a graduate of 
Shawnee High School in Lima, Ohio.  
 
 On June 21, 2022, Mr. William Rose joined the staff of the office as a Legal Secretary, as-
signed to the Victim/Witness Division of the office.  Mr. Rose received his Bachelor of Arts in Crimi-
nal Justice from the University of Dayton in 2021.  Williams has previously served as an intern with 
the City of Dayton Fire Department.     
 
 On July 11, 2022, Ms. Kelly M. Collins joined the staff of the office as an Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney assigned to the Intake/Grand Jury Section of the office.  Ms. Collins received her law de-
gree  from the University of Missouri School of Law in Columbia, Missouri in 2015.  She received her 
undergraduate degree in Business Administration from the University of Missouri in 2012.  Ms. Col-
lins has previously served as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney for the Jackson County Prosecu-
tor’s Office in Kansas City, most recently assigned to the Violent Crimes Unit. 

Mitchell Allman    Madelynn Cochren  Caitlin Antonopoulos   Isabella Fusillo         William Rose          Kelly Collins  
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Prosecutor’s Office Staff  Work 
Anniversaries 

  
 Congratulations to the following staff of the 
Montgomery County Prosecutor’s Office who cel-
ebrate work anniversaries in May, June, July, or 
August: 
 
May Anniversaries 
 
40 years—Deb Armanini, 5/27/1982 
25 years—Michele Phipps, 5/19/1997 
14 years—Kelly Madzey, 5/30/2008 
5 years—Shaun McPherron, 5/17/2017 
4 years—Nathaniel Peterson, 5/21/2018 
1 year—Josh Davis, 5/17/2021 
 
June Anniversaries 
 
18 years—Margaret Carper, 6/14/2004 
17 years—Barbara Dodd, 6/15/2005 
8 years—Dylan Smearcheck, 6/26/2014 
5 years—Tom Brodbeck, 6/12/2017 
2 years—Nicholas Surkala, 6/1/2020 
2 years—Elizabeth Orlando, 6/1/2020 
1 year—Sarah Hamilton, 6/7/2021 
1 year—Maya Parker, 6/7/2021  
 
 
 
 

 
July Anniversaries 
 
40 years—Sandy Hunt, 7/6/1982 
16 years—Skye McKenna, 7/31/2006 
6 years—Kerry Smoot, 7/5/2016 
5 years—Joshua Shaw, 7/31/2017 
4 years—Lisa Bruder, 7/9/2018 
3 years—Courtney Hensley, 7/22/2019 
1 year—David Braun, 7/26/2021 
 
August Anniversaries  
 
33 years—Steve Wagenfeld, 8/28/1989 
31 years—John Amarante, 8/19/1991 
25 years—Lynda Dodd, 8/7/1997 
25 years—Dan Brandt, 8/11/1997 
21 years—Ward Barrentine, 8/14/2001 
18 years—Andy French, 8/2/2004 
9 years—Nicole Amrhein, 8/14/2013 
8 years—Richard Glennon, 8/4/2014 
7 years—Robert Nemeth, 8/26/2015 
7 years—Anne Jagielski, 8/31/2015 
6 years—Jessi Simpson, 8/1/2016 
4 years—Candace Crear, 8/27/2018 
4 years—Ashley Kochel, 8/27/2018 
4 years—Colin Showe, 8/29/2018 
3 years—Navil Moniruzzaman, 8/1/2019 
1 year—Zach Smith, 8/23/2021 

Don’t Fall for Fake Speeding or Red Light Camera Tickets 
 

 Scam emails are being sent that indicate the recipient has been caught speeding or running a 
red light and are asked to visit a website to pay a fine.  Sometimes, there will even be an attach-
ment to the email that proports to be an actual “ticket” but in reality is a virus.  Usually there will be 
just enough details, such as local street names or a recent date and time the violation allegedly oc-
curred to give the email some legitimacy.   
 
 These types of scams are tough to spot because very often cities that utilize red light and 
speed cameras use a third-party to send out tickets, so legitimate tickets don’t come directly from 
the city.   
 
 Be very careful if you receive such an email.  Check any details in the message that may give 
you important clues.  Do you drive on the street or road mentioned?  Were you out on that day and 
time?  If you have any doubt about the authenticity, call the traffic court where the ticket allegedly 
originated and verify it.   
 
 If you have questions about suspicious emails such as this, contact your local law enforcement 
agency.  Maybe the best advice is just don’t run red lights or speed, that way you know the email is 
fake if you receive one!   
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“Constitutional Carry” Becomes Law in Ohio 
What you should know 

 

 On June 13, 2022, a new law known as ’constitutional carry’ went into effect in Ohio. Revised 
Code section 2923.111 allows "qualifying adults" to carry a firearm in a concealed manner with-
out the need to obtain a CCW permit. 

 Some important takeaways: 

 The new law makes Ohio's CCW permit optional. If you are currently allowed by law to obtain 
a CCW permit, you may now carry concealed with or without a permit. Ohio will maintain a CCW 
Permit licensing system for those who may want to travel to one of the 39 other states that recog-
nize Ohio's CCW Permit.  There is no residency requirement for those legally permitted to carry a 
concealed handgun, meaning that non-residents can carry a concealed weapon without a permit 
if they would otherwise be eligible for a CCW Permit. 

 Under the new law, you are allowed to carry a handgun in your vehicle without a permit. If 
you are stopped by a law enforcement officer, you are no longer required to inform the officer that 
you are carrying a concealed firearm. However, if the officer asks if you are carrying a concealed 
firearm you are obligated to answer truthfully. 

 If you currently have a CCW permit, you are no longer required to carry the CCW permit on 
your person while carrying a firearm. 

 It is important to understand that the new law does NOT allow anyone who can own a firearm 
to carry it concealed. You must be a "qualifying adult" who could obtain a CCW permit, e.g., 
some restrictions are: must be a person 21 years of age or older; must not have ever been con-
victed, under indictment or complaint, or adjudicated of any felony offense of violence, drug of-
fense other than a minor misdemeanor, or domestic violence; must not be drug dependent, in 
danger of drug dependence, or be a chronic alcoholic; and must not be under adjudication of 
mental incompetence, mental defective, committed to a mental institution, found by a court to be 
a mentally ill person subject to court order, or be an involuntary patient. There are other limita-
tions to who is a qualifying adult. 

 The new law does not change any of the locations that you may NOT carry a concealed 
handgun, whether or not you have a permit, such as police stations, sheriff's offices, highway pa-
trol posts, correctional institutions, airport terminals, courthouses, etc. Also, permitless persons 
are not allowed to carry a firearm into a school safety zone. 

 It is important to note that under the new law, a "qualifying adult" can carry a handgun con-
cealed without any training or education whatsoever. However, education and training are highly 
recommended. Only with proper training and education can you learn more not only about cur-
rent gun laws, but also best practices for safely carrying and using a firearm for self defense. 

 Prosecutor Heck noted, “It remains to be seen what effect, if any, this change in law has on 
the crime rates in our state.  My sincere hope is that those who do legally carry a concealed fire-
arm, with or without a permit, do so in a safe and responsible manner.”   
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